
Proposition 4: 
A Win for Food & Agriculture Climate Solutions

In November 2024, California voters approved Proposition 4, with nearly 60% support, sending
a strong message about investing in climate solutions. This measure provides $10 billion in
bond funding for critical investments aimed at making rural and agricultural communities safer
and more resilient against wildfires, floods, droughts, and extreme heat. Thanks in large part to
the work of CalCAN and our partners in educating legislators, $1 billion in the bond is allocated
to agriculture and food system investments. This funding is essential for supporting programs
and infrastructure that have traditionally been underfunded. This is the first time that any
California bond measure has included so much funding for the food and farming sector.

Proposition 4 allocated $385 million for climate-
resilient, sustainable agriculture. This includes $65
million for the Healthy Soils Program, $40 million for
the State Water Efficiency and Enhancement
Program (SWEEP), $15 million for the California
Farmland Conservancy Program and, $30 million for
a new program to protect farmland and improve
land access and tenure for beginning and historically
underserved farmers

$90 million was allocated for local food system
infrastructure and healthy food access. For example
the funds will help support farmer equipment-
sharing programs and cooperatives, modeled on a
CalCAN-sponsored bill (AB 2313, Bennett) as well as
year-round farmers market infrastructure.

A total of $635 million was designated for
farmworker health and well-being. These funds will
be used for infrastructure to improve water quality
or provide clean, safe, and reliable drinking water,
farmworker housing under the Low-Income
Weatherization Program, and the Farmworker
Vanpool Program

Historic Investments

The depth and breadth of the food system investments in Proposition 4 is the direct result
of a multi-year campaign by the Food and Farm Resilience Coalition, which CalCAN
launched in 2020 and co-led for almost four years, culminating in the victory at the ballot
box last November.

A Multi-Year Effort in the Making
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Marin Voice Op-Ed: Keep ag sustainable by
making smart investment in North Bay’s
climate future
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Our coalition came together in response to the unprecedented supply chain disruptions
and health inequities caused by the pandemic, wildfires, and drought-to-flood whiplash.
The coalition made the case for funding to rebuild a more equitable and resilient food and
farming system, and sponsored two bond proposals over the past four years: AB 125 and
AB 408, championed by Speaker Robert Rivas and Assemblymember Lori Wilson. Those
bills garnered the support of over 130 organizations and a dozen legislative co-authors.
This sustained campaign significantly influenced bond negotiations and resulted in many
of the coalition’s priorities being reflected in Proposition 4.

In addition to collaborating with the Food and Farm Resilience Coalition to secure this
historic funding for food system investments, CalCAN played a crucial role in shaping the
agriculture-focused messaging for the Yes on 4 campaign. We worked closely with the
campaign’s third-party communications agency, which led to the incorporation of
sustainable agriculture messaging and imagery into their social media toolkit. 

Campaign Advocacy Examples

Activated our CalCAN network to gather and
share personable reasons to vote Yes on 4.
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Considering California’s current budget deficits and fiscal uncertainty, Proposition 4 is
likely to be the main source of funding for several climate resilience programs and essential
infrastructure investments in the next two budget cycles. However, it is a one-time
investment, and there is no funding allocated in Prop 4 to other core climate resilience
programs, such as the Alternative Manure Management Program (AMMP) and the Organic
Transition Program. Additionally, the funding that was included is a fraction of what is
needed and what farmer demand warrants. 

Securing stable and long-term support for these essential programs remains a priority for
CalCAN. Therefore, we are focused in 2025 on securing a larger amount of money from
the state’s Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund (GGRF).

What is the GGRF? 
California’s Cap-and-Trade system generates an average of $4.2 billion per year through
payments that large polluters are required to make to the GGRF. However, of those funds,
agriculture reliably receives just 2% for the Sustainable Agricultural Lands Conservation
Program (SALCP), although the agriculture sector currently accounts for 8% of the state’s
GHG emissions. 
 
CalCAN’s GGRF Advocacy
This year, we are leading the effort to protect the current 2% allocated to SALCP and also
appropriate 15% of GGRF revenue annually to fund a suite of climate and agriculture
programs. This will generate an estimated $500 - $600 million annually for the sector and
go a long way to meeting farmer demand for the state’s incentive and technical assistance
programs. 

These investments are essential if the state is to meet its numerous agricultural climate
targets, which include reducing dairy methane emissions, increasing organic acreage,
increasing healthy soils practice adoption, conserving cropland and grassland, and
electrifying agricultural energy demand.

Next Steps
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